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defeat by his quiescence. But if Government
protects me from the cheap and good produce
of men who live in foreign countries, why can't
the L.C.C. protect me from the competition of
people who belong to foreign counties and who
invade my territory and seize the best things
in it? If a musician who speaks Italian is barred
from England because English musicians are
out of work, why should a musician who speaks
Yorkshire be allowed to work in London when
London musicians are out of work. Or why
should a Devonshire entertainer be allowed to
practise in Surrey? Why can't we have London
for the Londoners, and an immigration fee of
say, a hundred guineas from all provincials who
wish to become Londoners? Or plates of
poisoned tripe at the northern railway termini
and poisoned pasties at the southern ?
In another sphere the Londoner has allowed
himself to be pushed into the background by the
provincial Think of all the novels of London
life which are accepted in the country as
authoritative. How many of them were written
by Londoners? Not one in fifty. The "regional"
novel has beenfor the last century or so a notable
feature of English fiction, but all the novels of
this kind which survive have been the work of
natives of those regions. No immigrant could
have written the Wessex novels of Hardy or the
Warwickshire novels of George Eliot; the